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We get that not everyone is able to, but we're taking a lot of joy in being more openly
alterhuman. Years ago, we couldn't even talk about being trans to anyone in our IRL
circles--which is a big enough issue as it is. But we've gained more confidence through IRL
advocacy and social groups and so much more... We've really come a long way in being
confident in ourselves and talking to people even just generally. And we're noticing a change in
how we present, and what we wear and do.

We openly wear alterhuman symbols--we have an otherkin star necklace we wear any time we
go outside. We have a therian sticker on our phone case and plan on more. We are planning on
decorating our cane with stickers of our identities and things important to us. We want plural
rings or an ampersand to wear in some way. And really, it's getting so much easier to talk about
around people IRL, even if just symbols are subtle. It's euphoric to know that we're representing
ourselves in an "if you know you know" way, and hell, we've met other alterhumans IRL before.
Maybe someone will see these symbols and feel safer even if they don't talk to us directly.

We know we're lucky to have friends we can be safe around IRL, and so we can keep being
who we are publicly without much of a safety concern. We hope that one day every alterhuman
can just do whatever they want without fear of harrassment from people who hate "furries",
people using transphobia against us, or alterhumisia in general.
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